
 

 

Welcome to the Legislative Update for November 2016 

This email newsletter is provided as a courtesy of the Governor's Advisory Council on 

Aging. The purpose of this service is to keep older Arizonans and advocates of aging 

services informed about bills and actions taking place at the Arizona State Legislature and 

to highlight federal legislation or activities affecting older Americans. Between legislative 

sessions of the Arizona State Legislature, the abbreviated Legislative Updates focuses on 

news and information. The information is intended to help you shape your own opinion 

about an issue and give you the necessary resources and contacts so that you can ensure 

your perspective and voice are heard. The Legislative Update is non-partisan in nature. 

Thank you for your interest!  

(Be sure to open the links throughout this issue for the latest information and resources.) 

*********************************************** 

Election Results 

Arizona Secretary of State: http://results.arizona.vote/2016/General/n1591/Results-

State.html#featured  

Legislative results: http://results.arizona.vote/2016/General/n1591/Results-

State.html#legislative  

New Leadership at the Arizona State Legislature 

House of Representatives: Speaker of the House J.D. Mesnard, House Majority Leader 

John Allen, House Majority Whip Kelly Townsend; House Minority Leader Rebecca Rios, 

House Assistant Minority Leader Randy Friese, and House Minority Whip Charlene 

Fernandez  

Senate: Senate President Steve Yarbrough, Senate Majority Leader Kimberly Yee, Senate 

Majority Whip Gail Griffin, President pro tempore Debbie Lesko; Senate Minority Leader 

Katie Hobbs, Senate Assistant Minority Leader Steve Farley, and Senate Minority Co-

Whips Martin Quezada and Lupe Contreras  

*********************************************** 

http://results.arizona.vote/2016/General/n1591/Results-State.html#featured
http://results.arizona.vote/2016/General/n1591/Results-State.html#featured
http://results.arizona.vote/2016/General/n1591/Results-State.html#legislative
http://results.arizona.vote/2016/General/n1591/Results-State.html#legislative


FEDERAL OVERVIEW 

Updates  

H.R.6084 

Improving Cancer Treatment Education Act of 2016 

Introduced on 9/20/2016 by Representative Steve Israel (NY-3) 

To amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to provide comprehensive cancer patient 

treatment education under the Medicare program and to provide for research to improve 

cancer symptom management. Includes caregivers in education.  

On 9/27/2016 referred to the Subcommittee on Health. 

S.1490 

Senior Fraud Prevention Act of 2015 

Introduced on 6/3/2015 by Senator Amy Klobuchar (MN) 

Directs the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to establish an office within the Bureau of 

Consumer Protection to advise the FTC on the prevention of fraud targeting seniors and to 

assist the FTC in monitoring the market for mail, television, Internet, telemarketing, and 

recorded message telephone call (robocall) fraud targeting seniors. 

Requires the FTC, through such office, to: (1) disseminate to seniors and their families and 

caregivers information on the most common fraud schemes, including methods of reporting 

complaints either to the FTC's national toll-free telephone number or to the FTC's 

Consumer Sentinel Network, where complaints become immediately available to the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, state attorneys general, and other appropriate law 

enforcement agencies; (2) provide, in response to a specific request about a particular entity 

or individual, publicly available information regarding the FTC's enforcement action; and 

(3) maintain a website as a resource for information on fraud targeting seniors.  

Directs the FTC to establish procedures through such office to: (1) log and acknowledge the 

receipt of complaints by individuals who believe they have been a victim of such fraud in 

the Consumer Sentinel Network and to make such complaints immediately available to 

federal, state, and local law enforcement authorities; and (2) provide individuals with 

information on such fraud as well as the most common schemes. 

On 11/15/2016 placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. 

Calendar No.663. 



S.1916 

Rural Health Care Connectivity Act of 2015 

Introduced on 8/3/2015 by Senator John Thune (SD) 

Amends the Communications Act of 1934 to include skilled nursing facilities among the 

types of health care providers who may request from a telecommunications carrier under 

the Universal Service Fund the necessary telecommunications and information services to 

serve persons who reside in rural areas at rates that are reasonably comparable to rates 

charged for similar services in urban areas. 

On 10/27/2016 Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar Under General Orders. 

Calendar No. 659 

Other Legislation 

H.R.6274 

Hospital Outcomes Act of 2016 

Introduced on 9/28/2016 by Representative Erik Paulsen (MN-3) 

To amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to create incentives for healthcare 

providers to promote quality healthcare outcomes and for other purposes. 

On 10/7/2016 referred to the Subcommittee on Health. 

H.R.6265 

Medigap Consumer Protection Act of 2016 

Introduced on 9/28/2016 by Representative Jim McDermott (WA-7) 

To amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to provide for certain reforms with respect 

to Medicare supplemental health insurance policies. 

On 10/7/2016 referred to the Subcommittee on Health. 

H.R.6226 

PUSH Act of 2016 

Introduced on 9/28/2016 by Representative Tom Price (GA-6)  

To delay the Medicare demonstration for pre-claim review of home health services and for 



other purposes. 

On 10/6/2016 referred to the Subcommittee on Health. 

H.R.6184 

Medicare Enrollment Protection Act 

Introduced on 9/27/2016 by Representative Robert J. Dold (IL-10) 

To amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to provide for a special enrollment period 

under Medicare for individuals enrolled in COBRA continuation coverage and for other 

purposes. 

On 10/4/2016 referred to the Subcommittee on Health. 

H.R.6109 

Medicare Affordability and Enrollment Act of 2016 

Introduced on 9/21/2016 by Representative Frank Pallone, Jr. (NJ-6) 

To amend titles XVIII and XIX of the Social Security Act to improve the affordability and 

enrollment procedures of the Medicare program, and for other purposes. 

On9/28/2016 referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  

H.R.6088 

Hospital Quality Rating Transparency Act of 2016 

To delay for one year the release of the Overall Hospital Quality Star Ratings, and for other 

purposes. 

On 9/28/2016 referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  

H.R.6070 

Safe Recovery and Community Empowerment Act 

Introduced on 9/20/2016 by Representative Darrell E. Issa 

To amend the Fair Housing Act to better protect persons with disabilities and communities. 

On 9/30/2016 referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution and Civil Justice. 



H.Res.899 

Expressing support for a stable and sustainable funding source for the Teaching 

Health Center Graduate Medical Education (THCGME) Program 

Introduced on 9/28/2016 by Representative David G. Reichert (WA-8) 

Expresses the sense of the House of Representatives that the THCGME Program should be 

protected and sustained. The program awards grants to health centers for primary care 

residency programs. 

On 9/28/2016 referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

S.3477 

A bill to amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to provide information regarding 

vaccines for seniors as part of the Medicare & You handbook and to ensure that the 

treatment of cost sharing for vaccines under Medicare part D is consistent with the 

treatment of vaccines under Medicare part B and for other purposes. 

Introduced on 11/17/2016 by Senator Mazie K Hirono (HI) 

On 11/17/2016 read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

S.3471 

Retirement Enhancement and Savings Act of 2016 

Introduced on 11/16/2016 by Senator Orrin G. Hatch (UT) 

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to encourage retirement savings, and for 

other purposes. 

On 11/16/2016 placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 

670. 

S.3454 

A bill to improve medication adherence 

Introduced on 9/28/2016 by Senator Thomas R. Carper (DE) 

Text HERE  

On 9/28/2016 read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

https://www.congress.gov/114/bills/s3454/BILLS-114s3454is.pdf


S.3410 

Veteran Overmedication Prevention Act of 2016 

Introduced on 9/28/2016 by Senator John McCain (AZ) 

To direct the Secretary of Veteran Affairs to conduct an independent review of the deaths 

of certain veterans by suicide, and for other purposes. 

On 9/28/2016 read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

S.3401 

Improving Veterans Care in the Community Act of 2016 

Introduced on 9/27/2016 by Senator Mike Crapo (ID) 

To maned title 38, United States Code, to consolidate and expand the provision of health 

care to veterans through non-Department of Veterans Affairs health care providers and for 

other purposes. 

On 9/27/2016 read twice and referred to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

S.Res.593 

A resolution designating September 22, 2016 as National Falls Prevention Awareness 

Day to raise awareness and encourage the prevention of falls among older adults. 

Introduced on 9/29/2016 by Senator Susan M. Collins (ME); Submitted in the Senate, 

considered, and agreed to without amendment and a preamble by Unanimous Consent. CR 

S6274-7275 HERE  

*********************************************** 

Share your opinions with members of Congress!  

If you are interested in sharing your thoughts or concerns, find out how to contact your 

Representative or Senators by visiting: http://www.house.gov/ for the House or 

http://www.senate.gov/ for the Senate.  

Links to the membership lists are provided below. 

House members 

Senate members 

https://www.congress.gov/crec/2016/09/29/CREC-2016-09-29-pt1-PgS6274-3.pdf
http://www.house.gov/
http://www.senate.gov/
http://www.house.gov/representatives/
http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm


You can contact the White House at this link. 

ALSO: USA.gov provides contact information at: 

http://www.usa.gov/Contact/Elected.shtml. 

*********************************************** 

NEWS& RESOURCES 

From Kaiser Health News 

October 24, 2016  

Kaiser Health News: For Seniors, Teeth Need Care — But Insurance Coverage Is 

Rare                         

November 7, 2016  

Kaiser Health News: Seniors Suffer Amid Widespread Fraud By Medicaid Caretakers  

November 10, 2016 

Kaiser Health News: After Colorado, ‘Right To Die’ Movement Eyes New 

Battlegrounds  

November 14, 2016 

Kaiser Health News: Community Paramedics Work To Link Patients With Mental 

Health Care and  

Kaiser Health News: Study: Many Caregivers Spend $7K Annually Out Of Pocket  

*********************************************** 

National Alzheimer's Project Act updated information can be found at: 

http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/napa/. The National Plan to Address Alzheimer’s Disease: 

2016 Update is available at: https://aspe.hhs.gov/report/national-plan-address-

alzheimers-disease-2016-update  

*********************************************** 

Alzheimer’s website: http://www.alzheimers.gov/ 

*********************************************** 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/
http://www.usa.gov/Contact/Elected.shtml
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*V_8HbM6RNkhfW8FF0Gp8JLBT00/*W8Pt-Q1128F36W4FCsqk5qSQGb0/5/f18dQhb0Sq5D8Y9_mlW779FJn4T_wCFW3LyyX-8p_7FPVsd17v1SddPTW6kfX-h1Wv_22W55VMdZ31mwXwW7Mbdkz54WVKYW8WxSsX2MDd_pW1Sy_BR32q4qhVKzmNZ5nDdMxW1Wwd8354pRWPW32Hhjr7r9gkxW7K-0WZ558TMMW7Khb1B1nrCGBW51LTg55DHNj2W86f_6v7fNFfCW5CqF4p7_tB_7W1nbj7V3Vpgs_W96zRPS6bT6L3W8RRjRD5CktzDW83KHrF7J39qHW2m8DqK2HT8mrW6m3-9D2x-ccwN2lsCsQQC5z2VPC2cV8yV2BbW96lFpX2vl8QHV84DQT1rvgv5N5GhkYmYDrt1W4vwFyf4ZyTJtN3JLjN7_4G4KW33PFg963m-8fW4sW1Kk1sLJhBN33NKbMQsXMjW99JG3T5qtDdqW36_FLv8qCYMFVNvlwS5rZ2FSW4PkBg56BkmNHW8bMkCx72zrXTW712jqb7cTLBRW5F_t8W8vTRXVW5y8qmx714h8ZW1nxZ_F8L6fS_W32rLHB79217WW7gk4Js7vK8S1W1NhmcJ6KYJ8cW1FRHz94Wq2YxVFQJ2K4sL3Wd0
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*V_8HbM6RNkhfW8FF0Gp8JLBT00/*W8Pt-Q1128F36W4FCsqk5qSQGb0/5/f18dQhb0Sq5D8Y9_mlW779FJn4T_wCFW3LyyX-8p_7FPVsd17v1SddPTW6kfX-h1Wv_22W55VMdZ31mwXwW7Mbdkz54WVKYW8WxSsX2MDd_pW1Sy_BR32q4qhVKzmNZ5nDdMxW1Wwd8354pRWPW32Hhjr7r9gkxW7K-0WZ558TMMW7Khb1B1nrCGBW51LTg55DHNj2W86f_6v7fNFfCW5CqF4p7_tB_7W1nbj7V3Vpgs_W96zRPS6bT6L3W8RRjRD5CktzDW83KHrF7J39qHW2m8DqK2HT8mrW6m3-9D2x-ccwN2lsCsQQC5z2VPC2cV8yV2BbW96lFpX2vl8QHV84DQT1rvgv5N5GhkYmYDrt1W4vwFyf4ZyTJtN3JLjN7_4G4KW33PFg963m-8fW4sW1Kk1sLJhBN33NKbMQsXMjW99JG3T5qtDdqW36_FLv8qCYMFVNvlwS5rZ2FSW4PkBg56BkmNHW8bMkCx72zrXTW712jqb7cTLBRW5F_t8W8vTRXVW5y8qmx714h8ZW1nxZ_F8L6fS_W32rLHB79217WW7gk4Js7vK8S1W1NhmcJ6KYJ8cW1FRHz94Wq2YxVFQJ2K4sL3Wd0
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W7FlbC04X4DHyW3c_wyk40LJks0/*W4zGfx28L2824N5WfrrV1dkMR0/5/f18dQhb0Sq5N8Y9_DzW779FJn4T_wCFW8qSMPY64k9YYVsd17w1SddPTW6kfX-h1Wv_22W55VMdZ31mwXwW54WVKY8WxSsXW54Sw9830TSr_W4cjbr27qYgKKN54lMlqK76cDW52r0D_4g0DWkW4cywB-5nbrpsW7mFZkL1n3BM_W2yH5gz61SSZmW7mG7sD51vX4yW6HQVH26dZx5nW42cW6t1nJdnNW5C9f5B4rzh2fW7dDxTN7mWsnXW7dzcsS51vDDKW1Qd6587J3nFCW2-kz7v9dH8_6W6V4mf758s8VPW8gjXjb2JrK5lW4bQW_q6c44xSW92-1ct1J3P-XW8TyLw27B1DZLVqj4tr1WJWvrW6gZJgL8SXrTYW93g7Yb6qBKTyW7m7QGK1Xwbs2Vv1zqB6z2CLSW1Zt0nP2Ht5P0W1V1nwF1FVhKNW2P1MJJ1-6XdsW4fd4_821qm4PW53bYnt5tb4QNW3fBJph53NYtcW4PLwTV7pNwZtW24MDXS6yDs2SW6tQBnk6_sbvfW2LdjVl3F5cdfW6nwKRm8snqKsW8vZzLt8W_-HrW6ZTRHd6MqCMbN5xL701cYWZCVcSjc47K3kgD102
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W4b0L7D6hwgTYW3QZtZF3Cw0N_0/*W3rP_Sc5gX7RgW2LMXfV6VjCmp0/5/f18dQhb0S65M2dYTs8Tv--P1b7L0GW2xT1d51gLLbSW32thMC3mqhxDW1wTWk01KxMnHW5pr6gr8ZgKhYW6R3try8ZsS9HW27T_8J8gxy7KVHp2RM7F41SgW7VMwgL2hSqMGW5Xcyy18M3nrYW7LTzkJ51dW22W6mCylY5bR3Y-W6n-Cc47mDsx3N11QjV-LF4yGW5x1fq11bbttTN5T70Bqd--5ZW7chgq87dQVbcW3wtrqy3C3CqmN3gf0NrPNxJlW2dXtpx1HYRDSW2zClH84S5mTyW54zX1h8Y-n0dVSs81M6j6P1wW9bQJhj4-Zx07W4H_nnB1xNKLTW3jtY1W7lw3prW30k3Yk3VSL6SW25Tj9s7jq1VLW64vqRc2pQQwhW2zP4c33jZRM9W40YBZ884Q537W9d8DH76gTqprW2LnBn64qb6cYW6qS1yB4D1SXGW4MYLf84V0BCtW5WkJXs1xkzTyW7ls9gR44-ZwWW2BHWQG40t4CmW7L-7S28DPs9SW45SLBs7wxJwFW7NYSrQ9881rqN4pGqZbRtCGJW703FPW83jkbpVdYpK7867h47W7_jM6p3vBS4JdqHsr603
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W4b0L7D6hwgTYW3QZtZF3Cw0N_0/*W3rP_Sc5gX7RgW2LMXfV6VjCmp0/5/f18dQhb0S65M2dYTs8Tv--P1b7L0GW2xT1d51gLLbSW32thMC3mqhxDW1wTWk01KxMnHW5pr6gr8ZgKhYW6R3try8ZsS9HW27T_8J8gxy7KVHp2RM7F41SgW7VMwgL2hSqMGW5Xcyy18M3nrYW7LTzkJ51dW22W6mCylY5bR3Y-W6n-Cc47mDsx3N11QjV-LF4yGW5x1fq11bbttTN5T70Bqd--5ZW7chgq87dQVbcW3wtrqy3C3CqmN3gf0NrPNxJlW2dXtpx1HYRDSW2zClH84S5mTyW54zX1h8Y-n0dVSs81M6j6P1wW9bQJhj4-Zx07W4H_nnB1xNKLTW3jtY1W7lw3prW30k3Yk3VSL6SW25Tj9s7jq1VLW64vqRc2pQQwhW2zP4c33jZRM9W40YBZ884Q537W9d8DH76gTqprW2LnBn64qb6cYW6qS1yB4D1SXGW4MYLf84V0BCtW5WkJXs1xkzTyW7ls9gR44-ZwWW2BHWQG40t4CmW7L-7S28DPs9SW45SLBs7wxJwFW7NYSrQ9881rqN4pGqZbRtCGJW703FPW83jkbpVdYpK7867h47W7_jM6p3vBS4JdqHsr603
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W3bcSdP302qfgVBMpSP2hHGCN0/*W41tnNK3znKl-W35k4KC7rjngX0/5/f18dQhb0S1W92jVZsxW12hl181fpCXFW33PVfM2xv4_RW3S8-5Z3lTBGxN51k6m9J5WLhW5Lm2827qWNzlW6js5SW4NFqNfW8bjKWb4CD8fcW4QXx2Z228fHXW17WqPG3CGTQzW99dqTc76B6RSN6BTX4sTZf2PN8dVDZZjsbH5W4jNs6Z7-ck-tW2GyNkD1Q-sN-VgmSxF3-8w0fW8h-M7x3wlm7kVJCsf22Fm_JyW3LRd188DN-rmVtXNXl7PsD0DVDDWcZ4df57_W1Vs3J_2nPdX3W4j2rLh4s4Sj-W9cWt6b25BCBqW5YmQVF5BKpNMW6470B17X-p2dW3YYdkp2XF6TwW1fjpRp5Wvh_qW1q7Kdf7Yk2K1W3Zv_094mnCR_W8n64_P7P9S1lW5Gq1gF69wFkRN3nm7WJcSZGyW8x7TQs5XlzYjW856mkb16BstLW5JgyN67_R2HYW36qfGk4wkchQW3ZsDgd97DSWtW8YmZJs1gqJJMW6ByNzs11s15nW8Rk9lT7F48H3W2jTXRr322hp9W8MdY_t8LQM0rW6pk7ry6TrYxZW9bK_Ds8rDqTyW8qbLxD3MxwmRVgM10Z7NdCKR103
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W3bcSdP302qfgVBMpSP2hHGCN0/*W41tnNK3znKl-W35k4KC7rjngX0/5/f18dQhb0S1W92jVZsxW12hl181fpCXFW33PVfM2xv4_RW3S8-5Z3lTBGxN51k6m9J5WLhW5Lm2827qWNzlW6js5SW4NFqNfW8bjKWb4CD8fcW4QXx2Z228fHXW17WqPG3CGTQzW99dqTc76B6RSN6BTX4sTZf2PN8dVDZZjsbH5W4jNs6Z7-ck-tW2GyNkD1Q-sN-VgmSxF3-8w0fW8h-M7x3wlm7kVJCsf22Fm_JyW3LRd188DN-rmVtXNXl7PsD0DVDDWcZ4df57_W1Vs3J_2nPdX3W4j2rLh4s4Sj-W9cWt6b25BCBqW5YmQVF5BKpNMW6470B17X-p2dW3YYdkp2XF6TwW1fjpRp5Wvh_qW1q7Kdf7Yk2K1W3Zv_094mnCR_W8n64_P7P9S1lW5Gq1gF69wFkRN3nm7WJcSZGyW8x7TQs5XlzYjW856mkb16BstLW5JgyN67_R2HYW36qfGk4wkchQW3ZsDgd97DSWtW8YmZJs1gqJJMW6ByNzs11s15nW8Rk9lT7F48H3W2jTXRr322hp9W8MdY_t8LQM0rW6pk7ry6TrYxZW9bK_Ds8rDqTyW8qbLxD3MxwmRVgM10Z7NdCKR103
http://connect.kff.org/e1t/c/*W3bcSdP302qfgVBMpSP2hHGCN0/*W8vJg655f93F5W7lWxvm4QtgJg0/5/f18dQhb0S66X2dYTs8T_FBz33RC0SV8Nf331DzXL5W59CCgR3-8J3PW1-5q1q8vpcVqW5G4bPM7K2zGGW9cd9rR52lQkxW1K5B2F1bVzNPW17CynV4ggyscW5643Fm8NdcV9W2jdfQQ288l62W2G_6xT1J5v2PW4TgHvH5pXCPDVN8-lX91TZrzW68_38Y1hwJ8FW5_-hjn4-zk54W1c7lXP7Mlxc5W2lSRrK2F8M64V7p7fC88VjV5W39Yvnp1HB8cqW293trY98m6LRW7n_S3T6z1M3nW4BRQl55z88XCW30_9xb2crKsBW4shHgJ67slfVW32TwL161xRsSN1LjRKrsjp3ZW6xxmTF1sb4sWW6pHWqm6x9zqXW7RFC2n6dLfhyW5yZcQs8F8zMnW3MG4qS64WwyRW6Tqf1Q4VsvNrW7v78nn2fcsV0W6FJ5gx1thG5QVRPQ1h3WL0knW30k2FW5y2jNMW7zjm1D2l3fP-W6Rhq9F2xFPjnW8fDSPv7b5bKyVrT4jt6WJvtSW76hLwx1FHywjW91gmTl996zLzW6Rsfvh5MwKS1W8Xcq756JfRMXW1wFXdx4SjxW-f1K0lby02
http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/napa/
https://aspe.hhs.gov/report/national-plan-address-alzheimers-disease-2016-update
https://aspe.hhs.gov/report/national-plan-address-alzheimers-disease-2016-update
http://www.alzheimers.gov/


From the National Association of States United for Aging and Disability/NASUAD 

Friday Updates, November 18, 2016 

State Contracting with Medicare Advantage Dual Eligible Special Needs Plans: Issues 

and Options 

The Integrated Care Resource Center published an issue brief about the issues and options 

that states have when contracting with Medicare Advantage Dual Eligible Special Needs 

Plans.  

The brief "analyzes D-SNP contracts in 13 states, including states that have made the most 

extensive use of D-SNP contracting by linking D-SNPs to Medicaid managed long-term 

services and supports programs. The tool summarizes how these states have developed 

those linkages and describes the specific care coordination and information-sharing 

requirements that the states have included in their D-SNP contracts. The D-SNP contracting 

approaches used by this diverse group of 13 states can provide guidance for states that have 

varying opportunities and resources for D-SNP contracting." 

Click here to view the publication. 

National Aging and Disability Transportation Center 

Brief: Coordinated Transportation Planning Information 

The National Aging and Disability Transportation Center (NADTC) published an issue 

brief with information about requirements, strategies, and tools for meaningful engagement 

for older adults and people with disabilities. "This information brief examines federal 

Section 310 requirements related to meaningful engagement of older adults and people with 

disabilities in the transportation planning process. The second part of the brief reviews 

strategies used in public meetings, stakeholder groups, and engagement exercises, and 

identifies pros and cons of different types of engagement methods depending on their 

accessibility to participants who are older or who have disabilities." 

Click here  to view the brief. 

Friday Updates, November 11, 2016 

Medicare to Provide Coverage for Supports for Alzheimer's Patients 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) recently announced its final 

decision that starting in 2017 Medicare will pay for individual care plans to support 

Alzheimer's patients and their families. The move largely implements provisions of the 

Health Outcomes, Planning and Education (HOPE) for Alzheimer's Act authored by U.S. 

Senator Debbie Stabenow, coauthored by Senator Susan Collins, Senator Ed Markey, and 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yLnby9B7XUZRkekQjGYqpXBZLIafXonh_mEoQxW3cYq_qhPKYYQpFNyD813jQoixYJabKwIWgUV0TuecG1AOjqN9lwqlFucSmdCCiZHuhnCyd_4heCIy9Wk25NFjg5NbZeyFvl0WKAh1IUV1syZv2b1yZE4ijOwSpJymYgSj0BiX7yj3tJRm9EqhGj5juxMPzS66sGMkFKfmkropBHMr1f2jbqwu3jMyUPs3O5cCXfF0lH_K_db4q3okCMo8S13E5eotB5zZtM6WASWIC1-go6DgCi0PGANh28qXD34bCKc=&c=tZhMbWk8lcRfZFiLXZV3cmyBhS5NTGP4aghhgaoMnnsJREns9ZLxjA==&ch=X89z5z97WQphWwSJUc4F1IPhp1pXXI4-GnT9Yib17Jn4vbQSZoEAXw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yLnby9B7XUZRkekQjGYqpXBZLIafXonh_mEoQxW3cYq_qhPKYYQpFNyD813jQoix3-j16ZphnW1N-qUI_OjfWiRSgqOBzVpyPjHJh3IOlcpvTlL48t7a2zjreSt3JoZzN8xWJXgiBNRZjQtyKQhBMQLkNzmZTfJoav8oDQbAFk2La-A0BS11i-tLhYtO7el-tt-DL_r-3R3FbJT-IGeZarSWzZWoL9vwdQ_wsExRler1tSRZdEwUZ9oq1V-lMZ-CROS3yl8a6HY5dLwlHSAtSIOdZCt7-xhqi2YeSV26AIrhzKwbIr2dZt4o1Ww4zIu74ZSNz0YqdDsNdpVFVtsvOmBcFeKQ1sL1k3qBVZlRkU-g7wtptVPuBgTasbwMB3L1sinjeJcK7MvdKAJ4hjlHpegSK2Rx7udT&c=tZhMbWk8lcRfZFiLXZV3cmyBhS5NTGP4aghhgaoMnnsJREns9ZLxjA==&ch=X89z5z97WQphWwSJUc4F1IPhp1pXXI4-GnT9Yib17Jn4vbQSZoEAXw==


Senator Shelley Moore Capito, as well as being cosponsored by 54 additional Senators. 

Click here to view the announcement. 

*********************************************** 

The Center on Aging & Work at Boston College 

FACT OF THE WEEK Monday, November 7, 2016 

4 in 10 households age 55+ have housing debt 

"For households ages 55 and older, the share with housing debt increased by 8 percentage 

points between 2001 and 2013" from 32% in 2001 to almost 40% in 2013." And the debt 

burden - defined as the median ratio of housing debt to household income - increased by 

more than 50 percentage points for this age group," according to a 2016 analysis of data 

from the U.S. Survey of Consumer Finances. (p. 3, and Figs. 4, 6, 8) 

  

Munnell, A. H., Hou, W., & Sanzenbacher, G. T. (2016). How 

much does housing affect retirement security? an NRRI update. 

Chestnut Hill, MA: Center for Retirement Research at Boston 

College. Retrieved from this source. 

*********************************************** 

From Family Caregiver Alliance, National Center on Caregiving 

November is National Family Caregivers Month  

Taking Care of YOU: Self-Care for Family Caregivers  

*********************************************** 

From PHI 

New CMS Rules Mandates Including Nursing Assistants in Care Planning HERE  

*********************************************** 

From ASU  

The Biodesign Institute 

Power outage in the brain may be source of Alzheimer’s HERE  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014x_-rMAMA2LgrYuHqsJCvvmVXqU4wB1OxglhLsXMupnjXtAF57ymxuKwp1JK_tWmM9Oze5vv0GPPzGtnPK0A2saNaE94awtobd4daa_4KrNS507lnxWG3guzU98HH2bqc_XZQlBXIpbeBUxvy_0j10yJxSaYeFdsuJfi145j8otxHskOKRLDXo1LG9DEq_RaHVVnLp8TUDa_oytkrdOstQ==&c=k-G36gEkbF1pOhZfDFQAdDpd6KwRwvchXm55_KNRbbEjm28d2abskQ==&ch=F5vLyGiG93-D9ES1sAlRWf6QecLV9GkuQectOdkwHyYcrNJJ6fOC6A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cur4Dl122HrNuD9lbFLDMk5fHqXvxl9OOxX8lEuJBK5p_45n-eaAvdWJXoHqWkqRoWCHTH0V0CxFK27LxlkYzjQo7lgj_GHhrtYPHEVmetoMvpkSn0EFGpAc66_fYHxfnkNIjY9g10ZeU_aLr3E6DRvAYP2nzTR2zaHWsphAI16Yc7dGI0Cd04vp7sxqg8YOkamH1l_WaSvN5AqzSifgaJQJlu3AIvFi&c=USJ92xRNtvQnsAamhI4doifXqh7Ys51NbPDZyJp5S0WL8rpI7Ejpig==&ch=KVuhmpkTsV-FrxDp_ZkjzQ3YruCSnOZNPnhHkTjZeAjIa2PZJBhXnQ==
https://www.caregiver.org/taking-care-you-self-care-family-caregivers
http://phinational.org/blogs/new-cms-rule-mandates-including-nursing-assistants-care-planning
https://biodesign.asu.edu/news/power-outage-brain-may-be-source-alzheimer%E2%80%99s


*********************************************** 

Governor Ducey has proclaimed November as the kick off to Arizona’s Call to Action 

in the fight against Alzheimer’s disease. The proclamation and resources, and the 

Arizona Alzheimer’s State Plan are posted on our homepage under Office on Aging 

News.  

*********************************************** 

INFORMATION& RESOURCES: 

Northern Arizona Council of Governments/NACOG Area Agency on Aging 

Remaining 4-year plan community forums 

November 21, in Flagstaff, Coconino County Community Services, King Street, from 3 – 5 

pm 

November 29 in Springerville, White Mountain Regional Medical Center, from 1:30 – 3:30 

pm 

November 30 in Lakeside, Solterra, 9 – 11 am 

For more information visit www.nacog.org/aging or call toll-free 1-877-521-3500. 

*********************************************** 

Fiscal News 

Joint Legislative Budget Committee  

JLBC – Monthly Fiscal Highlights October 2016 HERE  

November 2016 (Arizona Economic Trends) HERE  

*********************************************** 

In case you missed it last time… 

Generation to Generation – a campaign mobilizing adults 50+ to help young people 

thrive. More information: http://generationtogeneration.org/  

Powered by ENCORE.org  

*********************************************** 

http://govtrans.az.gov/aging/Documents/Alzheimers_Proclamation.pdf
http://govtrans.az.gov/aging/Documents/AZAlzheimersStatePlanAFrameworkforAction.pdf
http://govtrans.az.gov/aging/
http://www.nacog.org/aging
http://www.azleg.gov/jlbc/mfh-oct-16.pdf
http://www.azleg.gov/jlbc/AET111816.pdf
http://generationtogeneration.org/
http://encore.org/


From the Governor’s Office  

See the latest news  

Newsroom: http://azgovernor.gov/newsroom  

#AZAWESOME Shareables: http://azgovernor.gov/governor/shareables 

               *********************************************** 

AHCCS News & Updates:  

https://www.azahcccs.gov/shared/news.html  

*********************************************** 

Arizona Department of Economic Security Feature Stories HERE 

*********************************************** 

Arizona Attorney General’s Senior Resources HERE 

*********************************************** 

Arizona Department of Health Services  

Public Health Licensing HERE  

Arizona Healthy Aging (A- HA) HERE  

*********************************************** 

Arizona Association of Area Agencies on Aging/AZ4A 

Map of Regions HERE 

*********************************************** 

State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) – free health benefit counseling 

service for Medicare beneficiaries and their families or caregivers. 

More information HERE 

*********************************************** 

The SHORT List web report provided HERE includes the abbreviated list of bills tracked 

http://azgovernor.gov/newsroom
http://azgovernor.gov/governor/shareables
https://www.azahcccs.gov/shared/news.html
https://des.az.gov/media-center/featured-stories
https://www.azag.gov/seniors
http://www.azdhs.gov/licensing/index.php
http://www.azdhs.gov/prevention/tobacco-chronic-disease/healthy-aging/index.php
http://www.azaging.org/where-we-are.html
https://des.az.gov/services/aging-and-adult/state-health-insurance-assistance-program-ship
http://www.azcapitolreports.com/webreport.cfm?webreport=25733&listid=60251&print=true


by the Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging during the last session. You can see the final 

outcome of legislation at the top of the report. (Be sure to click on the bill number for more 

information including fact sheets, bill versions, amendments, votes, and action taken on the 

bill.) Please be advised that the presence of a bill on a tracking list does not represent 

support or opposition by the Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging. It does mean that the 

topic is something that could be of interest or have an impact on older Arizonans. 

Information about bill status, hearings, etc. is a purchased service provided by Arizona 

Capitol Times. 

*********************************************** 

Plan ahead for the next legislative session! 

See the NEW Website & features at: www.azleg.gov website  

Need to learn more about the legislative process? See Arizona Bill or Bill to Law. 

Find and review bill information HERE. 

Learn about the budget process HERE. 

Research the State Constitution HERE. 

Learn more at Frequently Asked Questions linked HERE.  

*********************************************** 

Share your thoughts at any time! 

If you have a particular perspective to share with the Governor or your Legislators, you 

may voice your thoughts at any time by contacting the:  

 Governor’s Office of Constituent Services at 602-542-4331 in Phoenix; 520-628-

6580 in Tucson and in-state toll-free at 1-800-253-0883 ( outside Maricopa 

County only) or  

 Legislators from your area. You can locate your legislator by going to the Arizona 

State Legislature website and looking for: Legislative Maps 

*********************************************** 

If you’re interested  

Past issues of the Legislative Updates are linked on the Council website at: 

http://www.azgovernor.gov/gaca/LegUpdates.asp. 

http://www.azleg.gov/
http://www.azleg.gov/alisPDFs/hbillaw.pdf
http://www.azleg.gov/alisPDFs/BillToLaw.pdf
http://www.azleg.gov/bills/
http://www.azleg.gov/jlbc/budgetprocess.htm
http://www.azleg.gov/constitution/
http://www.azleg.gov/FAQ/
http://azredistricting.org/districtlocator/
http://www.azgovernor.gov/gaca/LegUpdates.asp


*********************************************** 

You can help circulate resource information. If you would like to submit an educational or 

public service event for consideration, be sure to send an email with the description and a 

link or pdf document to: gaca@az.gov. Please note: we try to include events of interest to 

older Arizonans and aging service advocates and refrain from including marketing or 

fundraising materials. 

*********************************************** 

Between sessions, we offer the Legislative Update on a monthly basis.  

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 

~Governor's Advisory Council on Aging 

*********************************************** 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

              

 

   

If you wish to be REMOVED from or know someone who would like to be ADDED to the Update, 
please send an email to: gaca@az.gov and ask to be unsubscribed or subscribed to the 

Legislative Update. 
 

  

 

mailto:gaca@az.gov
mailto:gaca@az.gov
http://www.azgovernor.gov/gaca/LegUpdates.asp
http://www.azgovernor.gov/gaca/

